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Sor KaBung Thai Loei: Physical Characteristics and Conservation Guidelines
Case Study of NongBua Community, PhuLuang District, Loei Province
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Abstract
The objectives of the qualitative research entitled “Sor KaBung Thai Loei : Physical Characteristics and
Conservation Guidelines Case Study of NongBua Community, Phuluang District, Loei Province” were 1) to study the
history physical appearance building material of the instrument “Saw Bang” in the area of Nong Bua village. 2) to

create guidelines for the conservation of Saw Bang which is a musical instrument of Nong Bua village. The research
results were as follows.

1. Saw Bang of Nong Bua village has long history and has been inherited from the ancestors by adopting
musical culture from the countries in the same region. Saw Bang was made of a bamboo tube with the length of
50-60 centimeter and the diameter of 5-8 centimeter. The outer surface of the bamboo tube was removed and
then the was drilled to create a sound cavity in the back. The top has a tuning key for setting up the strings. The
strings were made of steel wires. The bow was made of bamboo and horsetails, approximately 40 centimeters long.
Saw Bang was equipped with Perfect Fifth, inner strings for A whereas outer strings for E, using Pentatonic Major
scale and Pentatonic Minor scale systems with the same sound frequency range as Violin. Saw Bang cannot play
complex melody, however, it can be played in a combination with other musical instruments for any ceremonies.

2. For guidelines for the conservation, the community should have guidelines to put Saw Bang playing in
important community activities in order to promote Saw Bang in community and other communities. Community

leaders need to take the role in searching for events and corresponding with other government and public sectors,
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making a campaign to enhance the community to recognize the importance of Saw Bang, including, corresponding
in promoting Saw Bang to be a part in any activities. The conservation of Saw Bang based on community

participation will help preserve this musical instrument with the community.

Keywords: Saw Bang, bamboo Saw, musical characteristics of Saw Bang
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